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I remember the first time, as a young Christian, working in a downtown Toronto
outreach, the surprise I had that businessmen would stop us for slices of cold pizza we
were handing out to homeless people for breakfast. It is the same surprise I feel in early
morning temperatures of 30o C, and 95% humidity, when elderly hands reach out hungrily
for a bowl of hot vegetable soup at 6:00 a.m. Yet that is what happens here in Haiti. At
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission, we try to help the helpless in the Name of Jesus.

In normal times, we have a very high population of abandoned elderly people, with no
living families. Due to HIV, an extremely high infant mortality rate, and a total lack of
infrastructure, many elderly people have nowhere to live, and absolutely nothing to eat.

At night, our cooks begin soaking the soup mix made by Ontario Christian Gleaners. In
the darkness of the tropical morning, they start cooking. If there is some goat meat, they
add it to the delight of all of our soup connoisseurs. Haitians LOVE soup for breakfast. At
lunch, we make big pots of rice, and if there is any soup left, it goes on top of the rice.
The Gleaners soup is so popular, that our little special needs children who cannot feed
themselves will do anything they can to get to the table and put their faces into the
bowls of hot soup to begin eating as soon as it is put on the table.

As well as the 26 special needs children and the 260 elderly people we feed daily, we
have the blessing of being able to feed 60 children between two and four years old, who
have all been diagnosed with third stage malnutrition. It is a constant wonder to me how
a two year old can devour two large bowls of soup first thing in the morning, and never
spill a drop.

I know how hard a farmer works to produce his crops. We live on a farm, and come from
farming families. I cannot tell you how thankful I am and proud of our farmers in Ontario
who donate the work of their hands, these precious crops, to Ontario Christian Gleaners.
You are saving lives here in HaitiΧ Not the lives you see on the news or see on child
sponsorship adds on television. These are lives of people the world has forgotten. In the
aftermath of the earthquake, our little village has between 30-35,000 new refugees, who
have lost everything. The need for this excellent soup which warms the heart and feeds
the body is greater than ever beforeΧ spreading the love of Christ to the hurting and the
helpless.

We stand in thanksgiving for our farmers and Ontario Christian Gleaners, who have given
us the ability to go in the Name of our Lord Jesus, His love and His Word in our hearts,
and your precious soup in our hands ςto help those whom He never forgets. (Matthew
25:40)

Sharing the Blessing of Abundance
4th Annual Fundraising Dinner

April 24th, 2010,  Rehoboth Christian School, 198 Inksetter Road, Copetown
Doors open 5:30pm  Dinner at 6:00pm

RSVP by April 1st, 2010:  gleanersrsvp@gmail.com or 
519-740-9179  (seating is limited)

-Tina Leslie,  Northwest Haiti Christian Mission



A Word from the Manager

The Gleaners will be having some board and 

committee vacancies coming up.  Would you like 

to get involved in this exciting ministry?  If you are 

interested in submitting your name, or someone 

elseôs for nomination, please contact John at 905-

659-7366 or jverbinnen@verbinnens.com.

Open House Tours:  Come see 
the Gleaners in action on 
March 5th, 23rd, April 8th and 
28th.  Tours begin at 10:30am 
and are 1 hour in length. 

Exciting happenings!!!

A million + servings of soup shipped to Haiti since the earthquake. Haiti was devastated by poverty and 
natural disasters even before it was completely knocked flat by the 7.0 earthquake.  Of course, Haiti was 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŀŘŀǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ нр҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ нллфΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ 
grateful to provide support to many mission organizations with people on the ground in a position to lead 
through these devastating times.
Donated trucking available for fresh produce, lentils, and split peas from across North America!   Now to 
contact growers in the south to help get us through the winter.
Building permitƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘǊƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅŜǊ όŀƪŀ άǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴέύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΗ
Fantastic missions contacts distributing our soup and reporting back to our volunteers over our coffee 
breaks.

Stats
Servings of soup shipped in 2009:  3,000,000
Packaged another million servings in Feb 2010
bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻΥ26
Average # volunteers per day:  45
Produce needed each week: 28,000 lbs
# of denominations represented in our building on any given day: 15 
# of fresh baked muffins  brought in for coffee break by volunteers:  countless

With Joy,

Shelley Stone

˩̔Ν  ̓́  ̎́̍́̉̎̚  ̇̐̌́̃̅ˌ ˩̔Ν  ̓
awesome to see what God 
can do. ΥKathleen W.

It is 

amazing 

how many 

hands can 

produce so 

much food. 

ïIna T.

What our Volunteers say 
about the Gleaners...
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