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Celebrating One Year
It is with thankfulness to God and a deep appreciation for our volunteers and donors that

we are able to celebrate our First Year Anniversary. Eager, interested volunteers

arrived on September 3rd, 2008, to help process vegetables for our first morning of

production. Over the past year, countless volunteers have helped prepare thousands of

pounds of fruits and vegetables.

Every morning familiar and new faces come from all over South-western Ontario, places

like Cambridge, Kitchener, Dundas, Listowel, Caledonia, Paris and Brantford. One

senior volunteer leaves Elmira around 6:00am and travels by bicycle and bus to help at

the Gleaners!

Many of the familiar volunteer positions, highlighted in previous issues of ñNewsfrom

the Gleanersò,include washing, trimming, dicing and drying the produce. Other

volunteers have prepared coffee, cut the grass, and driven the Gleanerôstruck to

replenish our cooler with fresh produce. New volunteers are matched to a position that

best suits their interests, gifts and abilities. Volunteering at the Gleaners is a social time

as well and many new friendships are formed as stories, conversation and laughter is

shared around the work tables and even across the processing room.

Over the past year, several weeks were set aside to bag our soup. Bagging soup is a

highlight for many volunteers as they are able to see all those pounds of dried

vegetables mixed and bagged ready to send overseas. Local grade school students

were able to help out by labelling the soup bags and coming out for one of the bagging

days. As we have reached the end of our first year, 16,250 bags ïthatôs1,625,000

servings ïof soup were bagged along with 1625 bags of apples. Perhaps the most

rewarding days are when pictures and reports arrive and we can see the soup being

used around the world. To date, relief agencies have sent Gleanerôssoup to fourteen

different countries all over the globe.

As a celebration of our first year of production, we would like to invite our volunteers and

supporters to take part in our volunteer appreciation week. Every day from Monday

September 28 through Friday October 2 a lunch will be served at the Gleaners building

during which we can celebrate and thank the Lord for all of His blessings.

"Where Does It Go?"

Romania

Mexico

Haiti

Uzbekestan

Nicaragua

Malawi

Costa Rica

Jamaca

Zimbabwe

South Africa

Ghana

Mozambique

Liberia

Philippines



See Us In Action! - The Gleaners has scheduled 
tour dates for you to come out and tour the 
Gleaners. All tour start at 10:30am and are 
approx. 1 hr. long. The following dates have 
been set aside for tours: Monday Sept. 14, 
Wednesday Sept. 16, Tuesdays Sept. 29, Friday 
Oct. 2, and Thursday Oct. 29.

Most mornings as Iômgetting ready for the day, I go over the things that

need to get done or that Iôdlike to get done, and then loosely plan my day

around those activities. Tuesdays on the other hand are a no-brainer, at

least for the morning. The reason being that my Tuesday mornings are

Volunteer Report

spoken for at the Gleaners. My daughter, Nadia, and I make our way over to the building on Morrison Rd.

and put our coffee barista skills (limited as they may be) to work. Platters of squares, cake, and muffins;

tea and juice; 4 or 5 pots of coffee, and maybe some fruité.then weôreready to call the troops in for their

coffee break. This is our weekly routine at the Gleaners. The coffee break is eagerly anticipated as a

break from slicing and dicing, and Nadia and I are happy to get it ready and then clean it up afterwards so

the hard-working processors can get back to their work.
I am thankful for this opportunity to help at the Gleaners. It is a way I can be involved, albeit in a small way, in this

worthy cause of helping to feed people who are less fortunate then we are. It also opens my eyes to just how

plentiful we have it here in this part of the world ïreminding me again to be thankful for these many undeserved

blessings (including the fact that we can even have a coffee break with something to eat and drink every day!).

By Rebecca Pennings

Volunteer Appreciation Week: Monday September 28

through Friday October 2 at 12:15pm a Gleaners soup and

sandwich lunch and dessert will be served at the Gleaners

building during which we can celebrate and thank the Lord

for all of His blessings.

The Gleaners is still looking for a volunteer to coordinate the kitchen volunteers, more volunteers to prepare coffee 

and people interested in baking or providing fresh fruit for our coffee breaks.  These volunteers receive lots of 

instant appreciation as everyone looks forward to coffee time!

GEAR UP

On Saturday October 3rd. Hamilton, 

Waterloo, Brampton...

Register with the Gleaners team on line, 

sponsor a rider, or volunteer.   

www.rideforrefugees.com

Projector Screen - Do you have a portable 

projector screen hiding in a basement or 

garage? The Gleaners is looking for a 

screen to use for presentations in our 

building. If you have or know of one, 

please contact Shelley at 519-624-8245.

Preparing soup in Haiti

Interested in joining the Gleaners prayer group? Meeting once or twice a month at the Gleaners at 8:45am to

pray for the OCG locally, for the recipients of the food, our world, etc. Meeting day will depend on what works best

for participants. If interested contact Cindy Verbinnen at (905)-659-7366 or c.verbinnen@sympatico.ca
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