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The need for food in developing countries is HUGE. The Gleaners Board is aware

of the importance of ensuring that the food ends up in the hands that need it the

most. How do we decide who or which organization will be selected to receive our

Soup Mix and Fruit Snacks?

Our Food Distribution Committee has been given the mandate to carefully select

recipient organizations who are motivated by a desire to promote the Gospel

along with providing the physical necessities of life. These organizations must

ship our products outside of Canada and the US. Our committee also checks that

the applicant is a legitimate, reputable and reliable organization.

Our application form requires the organizations to provide detailed information

including:

•destination

•how the food will be distributed and to whom

•preference to receive the Soup Mix in barrels or pails

•promise to provide prompt feedback, including pictures, as to how food has been received

•promise not to resell or exchange the product for commercial gain

•whether the applicant has the funds to transport the food to its intended destination

Shipping in pails is preferred in most cases. Tim Horton’spails arrive with remnants

of fruit filling and after a thorough washing become a great means of transporting

the food. Pails are easy to carry, store, and pack into shipping containers and

become multi-purpose items in the hands of those who have so little.

To this point, we have limited the maximum amount per donation to 10 skids or

approximately 2500 –3200 bags of Soup Mix. (250,000 –320,000 servings of

soup) Our manager, Shelley Stone, is authorized to give out small quantities of

food (2 barrels or 110 bags) for organizations or mission teams taking our food in

suitcase sized quantities to mission projects all around the world.

To date we have provided food to dozens of organizations including:

•Crossroad Ministries (Haiti and Congo)

•Men for Missions (Malawi)

•Northwest Haiti Mission (Haiti)

•Samaritans Purse (Costa Rica)

•Open Door Foundation & Eurovangelism (Romania)

•Christian Veterinary Missions of Canada (Sierra Leone)

•Mennonite Central Committee (multiple destinations)

•FTC (Feed the Children) Canada (Philippines, Liberia, Ghana, Haiti, Nicaragua)

It is truly heartwarming and inspiring when mission workers come back to Canada

and share stories with us of how the food has been received and how it can literally

mean the difference between life and death. It is also a privilege to distribute the

food that so many volunteers have worked very hard to produce. All of us at the

Gleaners are amazed and in awe as to how the Lord has blessed us in so many

ways. To Him be all the Glory. - Ed Gringhuis (Food Distribution Committee)



I first heard of the Gleaners at a presentation for our seniors group at Forward

Baptist Church. I was asked to see if some of our seniors would come as

volunteers and decided to visit and experience it first. Having enjoyed it greatly, I

set up a display table at our next Seniors’meeting and encouraged them to

come out and experience the Gleaners. Many expressed an interest and quite a

few have come out.

Although I never saw hunger to the extent it is seen in Darfur, I did spend 35

years in southern Chad as a missionary, and saw it annually in the hunger

season –late July into August –as people dug up roots of bushes to boil in order

to relieve their hunger pains.

I volunteer twice a week and am blessed with the interchange with various

people. Seeing various denominations working together, illustrates Christ’s

message to his disciples, “Anew commandment I give you. Love one another.

As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all will know that you

are my disciples, if you have love one for another.”John 13:35

May I suggest that if you are concerned about doing something to meet the

needs of the hungry, coming and helping at the Gleaners is a very practical and

meaningful way to do so. Hope to see many of you there. –Bill Cameron

Volunteer Report

A Word from the Manager -Whatôs new???

•New website launched! Go to www.ontariogleaners.org

•A suitable loading dock plate provided by one of our people.

•Split peas...   44,033 lbs of protein in 55 lb bags... all unloaded by hand.

•Steel barrels donated as option for shipping to areas with tenacious rodents.

•Another glowing report from the Health Department.  (Whew!)

•Getting the word out~  Media opportunities have come our way recently.  

View @ www.ontariogleaners.org

Moving forward, Shelley Stone

The Gleaners would 

like to wish Bill a very 

happy birthday!!  He 

holds the honour of 

being our oldest 

volunteer and on Dec. 

4th will celebrate his 

90th birthday.

Important Dates

Soup packaging dates: Dec. 14-18 and Jan. 4

Plant shut down dates: Dec 19th - Jan 3

Open House Tours: 10:30am on the following 

dates: Dec. 2, Dec. 7, Jan. 8, and Jan. 14.  

As of October 2009, the Gleaners has joined a 

large family of Christian charities in partnering 

with Christian Stewardship Services.  CSS 

provides essential advice for Christians on will 

and estate planning.  If you desire to support the 

Gleaners in this way CSS will provide you with 

personal, confidential and cost free services.  

Please contact CSS western Ontario 

representative, Maynard Wiersma, (519)623-9916 

or our treasurer Jerry Bulthuis at 905-389-2012.  

4th Annual Fundraising Dinner: Saturday 

April 24, 2010.  Details & reservation info in 

next newsletter.

Stats

Servings of soup shipped in 2009:  1,750,000

Packaging another million+ servings in Dec 2009

Number of Countries weôve shipped to:23

Average # volunteers per day:  33

Produce needed each week: 25,000 lbs

# of days shut down in 2008 - 2009 due to lack of produce: None 

# of cups of coffee served to volunteers in 2009: countless
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